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Elections Code § 9282, subd. (b)

“For measures placed on the ballot by the legislative 
body, the legislative body, or a member or members 
of the legislative body authorized by that body, or an 
individual voter who is eligible to vote on the 
measure, or bona fide association of citizens, or a 
combination of voters and associations, may file a 
written argument for or against any city 
measure.”



Arguments For or Against Passage

• For the voters to vote “yes” on a ballot measure.
• For the voters to vote “no” on a ballot measure.
• There is not space in a voter guide to explain the 

City Council’s decision on why an item was placed 
on the ballot.



Past Practices with Ballot Measures
Voter Initiatives
• Measure F: Fireworks Ban (2018)

• No Councilmembers were selected to author an argument 
against the ballot measure

• (As an individual) Mayor Fasana authored the argument in favor 
of the ban.

• (As an individual) Mayor Pro Tem Riley authored the argument 
against the ban.

• Measure J: Healthcare Workers Minimum Wage (2022)
• No Councilmembers were selected to author an argument 

against the ballot measure.

Council Measure
• Measure D: ¾ cents Sales Tax (2020)

• Mayor Paras-Caracci was authorized by the City Council (via a 
motion and vote) to write the argument for the passage of the 
measure.



Sample Argument For Passage

• Urging voters to vote “yes” on a ballot measure.



• The City Council may, but is not required to, select up to 3 
Councilmembers to prepare an argument for or against the 
passage of a ballot measure.

• On June 25, 2024, the City Council selected 3 
Councilmembers to work with City staff to prepare an 
argument for passage of the cannabis ballot measure on 
behalf of the City Council.

• However, after the selection of the three authors, it was 
discovered that some clarification was required as to the 
content of the ballot argument. 

Selected Councilmembers



Staff Recommendation
OPTION A:
• Clarify and reconfirm that the City Council as a body is selecting Mayor 

Truong and Councilmembers Martin del Campo and Kang; AND
• To prepare an argument to be printed in the voter guide supporting the 

passage of the cannabis ballot measure.
OR 

OPTION B:
• Rescind the motion from June 25, 2024, that designated the Mayor and 

Councilmembers Martin del Campo and Kang to prepare the argument 
supporting the passage of the ballot measure; AND
• (Optional) Take no further action; OR 
• (Optional) Make a motion to designate new Councilmembers to draft an 

argument for the passage of the measure.



Questions?



Sample Arguments Against Passage

• Urging voters to vote “no” on a ballot measure.


