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M I N U T E S 
 

DUARTE CITY COUNCIL/DUARTE UNFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
SPECIAL JOINT SESSION – FEBRUARY 26, 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
Public Safety update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
District focus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State budget 
 
 
 
 
 

The City Council of the City of Duarte and the Board of Directors 
of the Duarte Unified School District met in a special joint ses-
sion in the Duarte Community Center, 1600 Huntington Drive, 
Duarte, California.  The session was called to order at 5:16 p.m. 
 
Larry Spicer led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
CITY COUNCIL 
PRESENT:  Fasana, Finlay, Gaston, Paras-Caracci, Reyes 
ABSENT:    None 
 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PRESENT:  Bell, Brooks, Diaz 
ABSENT:    Figueroa, Kawasaki 
 
Mayor Reyes introduced Monrovia-Arcadia-Duarte Town Coun-
cilmembers David Hall, Yvonne Bullock, and Gloria Huss. 
 
The Agenda was unanimously adopted by those present. 
 
Director of Public Safety Services Brian Villalobos and Sergeant 
Wyche provided an update on the follow-up to the recent shoot-
ings in Monrovia, and presented statistics pertaining to the task 
force, officers, arrests, and resources.  City Manager George 
stated he and Superintendent Conklin are preparing a compre-
hensive inventory of programs from both agencies for prevention 
and intervention. 
 
Superintendent Dean Conklin stated intervention and prevention 
programs start at the pre-school level and continue through high 
school, the programs help students to develop character and good 
citizenship, and stated the key is communication. 
 
There was discussion about communicating with the community 
at-large, after-school programs, rumors in the media, annexation 
of County area, and community enhancement programs. 
 
David Hall, MAD Town Council, stated resources need to be 
put in place and someone may need to be brought in to help, he 
has not heard about residents being interested in annexation, 
and the County services are adequate.  Gloria Huss stated some 
persons on the Monrovia side have talked about annexation. 
 
Dr. Conklin stated the School District focus is on teaching and 
learning, the Academic Decathlon is a successful program and 
he has tried to get that information in the newspaper, adult 
education is another solution, the mission is to teach kids so 
they can make good decisions, and Duarte schools are safe. 
 
There was discussion about media other than the newspaper, 
interest in adult education, and students’ use of the City bus. 
 
Conklin stated there will be a $2 million reduction in next year’s 
District budget, no schools will be closed, and the District will 
maintain a 20:1 student/teacher ratio. 
 
George stated although the State will be cutting $16 billion 
from its budget, it is not yet known how cities will be affected. 
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Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duarte Hawks field fees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School facility construction 
update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POP – Parents on Patrol 
 
 
 
 
 
ITEMS FROM CITY COUNCIL/ 
SCHOOL BOARD 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

 
George stated a new library has been on the City’s projects list 
for several years, and the City has looked for ways to fund it. 
 
There was discussion about the successful 1998 bond issue and 
the possibility of another one, combination library and public 
safety building, and the inclusion of an adult education center. 
 
Rebecca Ware, Duarte Hawks Vice President, stated each year 
there are 215 participants in the Duarte Hawks, the fee to use 
the high school field is $1,324 per game, there are four home 
games, and asked that the fee be waived or greatly reduced. 
 
Conklin stated the School District will look into the matter and 
get back to Ms. Ware. 
 
LaQuetta Shamblee, First 5 LA, stated she is a grant writer and 
could work with the Duarte Hawks, as this is urgent. 
 
There was discussion about leadership changes in the Duarte 
Hawks, GPA requirements for athlete participation, state budget 
impacts, exceptions for reduced fees, and fundraising. 
 
Harb Thind, Duarte, inquired about competitive bidding and 
number of contractors for the school bond improvements. 
 
Conklin indicated the report is a current update on facility con-
struction.  Brad Patterson provided information on a number of 
construction and repair projects that have occurred at school 
facilities throughout the District. 
 
Councilmember Gaston stated the POP – Parents on Patrol is a 
program through the Monrovia School District, noted there are 
volunteer opportunities in Duarte schools, and stated the Neigh-
borhood Watch program has a similar program on the streets 
instead of on the school campus. 
 
Members of the Monrovia-Arcadia-Duarte Town Council, the 
Duarte Unified School District Board, and Duarte City Council 
expressed appreciation for the opportunity to meet together. 
 
The special joint session was adjourned at 7:18 p.m. in memory 
of Tarren Hall. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Mayor Phillip R. Reyes 

  
ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
City Clerk 
 


