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M I N U T E S 
 

JOINT CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF DUARTE 
REGULAR MEETING – AUGUST 22, 2006 

 
 
 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
(Continued from 8/8/06) 
 
 
 
RECEPTION 
 

REGULAR SESSION  
 
 
 
RECORDATION OF 
ATTENDANCE 
 
 
 
Reconsideration of adoption of 
Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

FITNESS WARM-UP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At 5:00 p.m., a Closed Session was held (as stated below).  
Mayor Paras-Caracci called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m. 

Finlay moved, Reyes seconded to adopt the Agenda, and car-
ried unanimously. 

Slater announced the Closed Session is pursuant to Government 
Code Section 54957(b)(1) and 54956.6; Public Employee Perfor-
mance Evaluation; Title of position: City Manager; Designated 
Representative: Dan Slater.  Fasana and Gaston arrived during 
the Closed Session.  The Closed Session concluded at 5:55 p.m. 

At 6:00 p.m., a reception was held to celebrate the forty-ninth 
anniversary of the City of Duarte’s incorporation. 

The City Council/Agency Board of the City of Duarte met in a 
regular meeting in the Council Chambers, 1600 Huntington 
Drive, Duarte, California. Mayor Paras-Caracci called the meet-
ing to order at 7:06 p.m. 

The following were in attendance: 
PRESENT:  Fasana, Finlay, Gaston, Reyes, Paras-Caracci 
ABSENT:    None 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF PRESENT:  City Manager 
                       George, City Attorney Slater 

Reyes moved, Paras-Caracci seconded to reconsider adoption of 
the Agenda, and carried unanimously. 

Gaston moved, Fasana seconded to add a Closed Session to the 
Agenda pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(a), per-
taining to City residents’ access to public safety services, and 
carried unanimously. 

Reyes moved, Fasana seconded to adopt the Agenda, as amend-
ed to include a Closed Session, and carried unanimously. 

K. C. Caracci led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

A silent moment of reflection was observed. 

Gaston led the group in a series of warm-up exercises. 

Pui-Ching Ho, Duarte Library, announced beginning August 28, 
the library will be open on Mondays, and there will be an addi-
tional Librarian. 

K. C. Caracci announced Route 66 Parade/Classic Car Show on 
September 16 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

Kristen Petersen, Duarte Rotary Club, announced 21st Annual 
Don Anderson Golf Tournament on September 14 at 2:00 p.m. 

Margaret Finlay announced Duarte Education Foundation back-
to-school fundraiser on September 8 at 6:00 p.m. 

Claudia Heller announced joint Duarte and Azusa Historical 
Society meeting on September 24 at 2:30 p.m. to bless the river 
and artifacts. 

Lois Gaston announced Set for Life Healthy Living Fair on Sep-
tember 9, 11:00 a.m., at Second Baptist Church, and Foothill 
Unity Center’s back-to-school distribution event on August 24 
at Santa Anita Race Track. 

Mary Barrow announced 4th Annual Festival of Authors at West-
minster Gardens on October 7, 10:00 a.m., with James McEachin 
as the keynote speaker. 



 

  8/22/06 6720  

SPECIAL ITEMS 
Recognition – Bea LaPisto-Kirtley 
 
 

Recognition – Marketa Hezinova 
 
 

Recognition – Target Stores 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC REPORT OF CLOSED 
SESSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS  
 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
 
 
 
 
ITEM REMOVED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
Council Bill 06-R-31 and 
Agency Bill RA-351 
Findings – Bronze Statue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mayor Paras-Caracci presented a Certificate to Bea LaPisto-
Kirtley in appreciation of her many years of service to all the 
cities in the San Gabriel Valley, and wished her well in her new 
location. 

Mayor Paras-Caracci presented a Certificate to Marketa Hezinova 
welcoming her to the City as the Duarte Rotary Club’s youth 
exchange student. 

Mayor Paras-Caracci presented a Certificate of Appreciation to 
representatives from Target Stores in recognition of the two 
monetary grants given to the City, as well as Target Stores’ 
sponsorship of Duarte’s 2006 National Night Out. 
 
Slater stated the City Council met in a Closed Session pursuant 
to Government Code Section 54957(b)(1) and 54956.6, Public 
Employee Performance Evaluation; Title of position: City Man-
ager; Designated Representative: Dan Slater, City Attorney. 
The City Council discussed and evaluated the City Manager’s 
performance, and unanimously voted to continue the item to the 
next regular meeting, with no further action taken. 
 
The following spoke about items not on the Agenda: 
Alan Heller – DCTV budget funding shortage. 
Dori Neuman – Vulcan project second phase. 
 
Gaston asked that Item B (Warrant Registers) be removed from 
the Consent Calendar. Fasana moved, Reyes seconded to approve 
the Consent Calendar, as follows, and carried unanimously. 
Approve Items A, C. 
Remove Item B. 
 
Item B. Gaston inquired about a warrant for retiree health bene-
fits.  Petersen and Slater responded.  Gaston requested that staff 
provide information clarifying post-retirement benefits for City 
Councilmembers.  George stated staff would prepare a memo to 
Council once the matter has been determined.  Gaston moved, 
Finlay seconded to approve Item B, and carried unanimously. 
 
Slater read by title Council Bill 06-R-31 and Agency Bill RA-
351: 

06-R-31  A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF DUARTE REMAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS 
IN RESOLUTION NO. 06-09 DUE TO THE NEW LOCA-
TION FOR INSTALLATION OF THE DUARTE IN BRONZE 
STATUE 
RA-351  A RESOLUTION OF THE REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY OF THE CITY OF DUARTE REMAKING CER-
TAIN FINDINGS IN RESOLUTION NO. RA-343 DUE TO 
THE NEW LOCATION FOR INSTALLATION OF THE 
DUARTE IN BRONZE STATUE 

George provided a staff report about the proposed new location 
for the bronze statue.  There was discussion about timely instal-
lation, the possibility of other locations, and the necessity of the 
resolutions to be site specific. 

Jim Kirchner, Duarte in Bronze Chairperson, stated the Commit-
tee met to consider the installation location, and unanimously 
agreed that the plaza site is perfect due to the statue’s large size, 
and the statue can be celebrated daily with community events. 

Dori Neuman stated she is pleased that the statue is moving to a 
better site, and inquired about the public plaza area.  George 
responded. 
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(Items Continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
Council Bill 06-R-32 
Grant Funds – Fish Canyon Trail 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 06-32 
 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
Commission appointments 
 
 
 
City bus – Student transportation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
(Continuation) 
 
 
ITEMS FROM COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anne Escobosa stated she hoped the statue would not be re-
located to the plaza, and asked that it be placed at the original 
site. 

Finlay moved, Fasana seconded to continue Council Bill 06-R-
31 and Agency Bill RA-351 to a future City Council meeting, 
after additional information is received so a specific location for 
installation of the bronze statue can be determined, and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Slater read by title Council Bill 06-R-32: 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
DUARTE APPROVING THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
FUNDS FROM THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL 
PARK AND OPEN SPACE DISTRICT FOR FIFTH SUPER-
VISORIAL DISTRICT EXCESS FUNDING FOR FISH CAN-
YON FALLS TRAIL MAINTENANCE 

Fasana moved, Reyes seconded to adopt Resolution No. 06-32, 
and carried unanimously. 
 
Fasana moved, Reyes seconded to direct staff to advertise the 
vacant positions on the two City Commissions, collect new 
applications, and set up interviews from the new pool of appli-
cants, and carried unanimously. 
 
Gaston stated when the Duarte Mediation Team met, there was 
a concern about students who have no transportation to school, 
and suggested the possibility of allowing a limited number of 
students be ride the City bus in the mornings. 

There was discussion about existing guidelines for transporta-
tion funding, need for legal review, conditions, state and federal 
laws, and Constitutional issues. 

Brian Villalobos, Director of Public Safety Services, stated he 
would be meeting with the Duarte High School principal and 
will include this item in the discussion. 
 
The following spoke about items not on the Agenda: 
Lino Paras – Agenda format. 
Felix Aguilar – Recent violence. 
 
FASANA:  Stated we are looking for a resolution on the DCTV 
budget. 
 
FINLAY: 1) Announced Household Hazardous Waste Roundup 
on September 23 in Azusa; and 2) Stated trucks using Rim Road 
have been driving fast around the curves on Spinks Canyon. 
 
REYES: Stated the issue discussed by Mr. Aguilar is a complex 
problem and a tragic situation, there is a need to find common 
ground and have some dialogue, and stated due to the sense of 
urgency, there is a need for people in the community who want 
to help. 
 
GASTON: 1) Stated she wants to be sure the Attalla Ranch pro-
ject is being monitored.  George stated the general contractor is 
required to have a full-time inspector on site, and staff is in 
contact daily; 2) Announced new school hours; 3) Asked that 
the Closed Session at the next Council Meeting be conducted 
later in the Agenda, as she will not be able to attend an early 
session; 4) Congratulated Duarte students who participated in 
the live theater performance in Baldwin Park; and 5) Thanked 
all volunteers who helped with the youth event at the YMCA. 
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CLOSED SESSION 
(Added earlier in the meeting) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

PARAS-CARACCI:  Provided the City Manager with a letter 
she received from a resident concerned with gang activity, 
graffiti, and lack of patrol, and stated public safety and youth 
programs are important. 
 
Mayor Paras-Caracci called a Closed Session at 9:03 p.m. Slater 
announced the Closed Session was added to this Agenda, and is 
pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(a), pertaining to 
City residents’ access to public safety services; Law enforcement 
agency: Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, Duarte Satel-
lite Station; Officers participating: Director of Public Safety Brian 
Villalobos and Sergeant Dave Bly, Deputy Sheriff, Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department, Duarte Satellite Station. 

City Council reconvened at 10:25 p.m.  City Attorney Slater 
reported that the City Council discussed issues pertaining to 
residents’ access to public safety services in light of recent 
violent activities in the County area south of the Duarte city 
border, and the effect of such activities on Duarte residents. The 
City Council unanimously authorized the City Manager to effect 
additional City resources, and other resources if possible, to 
increase the public safety presence in the community to address 
City public safety concerns resulting from activities occurring 
in the County territory adjacent to the City border, and directed 
the City Manager to develop an action plan including com-
munication and outreach efforts to the public, and beyond that, 
no other action was taken.  Fasana requested that City Council 
be provided with an update of practical steps taken. 
 
Finlay moved, Fasana seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:27 
p.m., in memory of Jean Gladson, Nicole Kaster, and Michael 
Minor, and carried unanimously. 
 

____________________________________ 
Mayor Tzeitel Paras-Caracci 

  
ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
City Clerk 
 


