
The Duarte Youth and Family Master Plan was presented to the City Council, School 
Board and the community by the Advisory Committee in July 2010. 

The plan included 66 Action Steps grouped into nine common 
themes, intended to move the community towards 

enhancing programs and services for youth and families. 
Each of the 66 Action Steps included a recommended 

priority rating, with benchmarks for measuring 
progress, and designated initiators within the 

community responsible for seeing that work begins 
on the Action Step.

This report is being presented as a summary of 
progress to date regarding the implementation 
of the Duarte Youth and Family Master Plan.

Youth and Family Master Plan Mission
To develop a supportive environment, Duarte is 

committed to ensuring safe neighborhoods, 
fostering unity, and promoting dialogue among 

youth and families from diverse cultural, religious, 
social, economic, and educational backgrounds. This 

commitment promotes use and provision of necessary 
educational, recreational and positive activities, as well 

as support services in the community to meet the wide 
range of needs of young people and their families. Our goal is 

to provide nurturing opportunities for safe practices that support 
young people in becoming responsible members of the community through the 
attainment of environmental, physical and mental health.

Report Youth & Family
Committee Membership

Damon Colaluca - Chair
Lupe Valerio - Vice Chair
Lillian Cabral
Vincent Castro, Ph.D
Pattie Dalessandro
Eddie Howard
Tamala Kelly
Nick Lopez
Elsa Moreno
Yasmine Ochoa
Irvin Perez
Andrew Torres
Donna Georgino- Staff Liaison

www.accessduarte.com
626-357-7931

Youth & Family
Committee Meetings

Every 4th Monday of the month 
at 6:30pm in the Duarte 

Community Center. All meetings 
are open to the public.

Action Step #66:  The City Council should create a “Youth 
& Family Committee” as a standing committee of the Parks 
and Recreation Commission, and charge it with monitoring, 
promoting, and evaluating the implementation of the 
Duarte Youth and Family Master Plan (YFMP).

In September 2010 the City Council adopted Resolution 
No. 10-33 establishing the Youth & Family Committee. In 
November 2010 the City Council appointed 12 community 
members to the Youth & Family Committee.  The first 
Youth & Family Committee meeting was held the next 
month. 

Youth & Family Committee Duties and Functions

• Work with key community stakeholders to 
implement portions of the YFMP.

• Promote the YFMP at various community events.
• Prepare an annual YFMP Report Card to the City 

Council, School Board and community that 
measures the progress achieved with each Action 
Step in Duarteʼs YFMP.

• Such other duties as may be specified from time to 
time by majority vote of the City Council.
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2011 Initiator Reports
Kelly Buckley, Maxwell Elementary School
Carrie Chung, Foothill Family Service
Damon Colaluca, Santa Anita Family YMCA
Pat De Rose, Friends of the Duarte Library
Doug Edwards, Westminster Gardens
Miriam Fox, Duarte Unified School District

Donna Georgino, Duarte Parks and
   Recreation Department
Jim Kirchner, Duarte Chamber of Commerce
Natasha Martinez and Kyle Garza,
   Mayorʼs Youth Council
Marilyn Mays, Duarte Teen Center
Deputy Rob MacLean and Sergeant Tony
  Haynes, Los Angeles County Sheriffʼs Dept.
Eileen Penson, Duarte Library
Teesha Tarr, Duarte Parks and Recreation
   Department
Brian Villalobos, Duarte Public Safety Dept.

Youth & Family Committee
Task Groups

Annual Report Card - Researched samples of 
annual report cards and brought them to the 
full committee for discussion; collected and 
organized the information that appears in the 
report card. Members: Damon Colaluca, 
Vincent Castro, Ph.D, Pattie Dalessandro, 
Erica Robledo, MSW
Youth & Family Committee Action Steps - 
Gathered information and began implemen-
tation of the four Action Steps that designate 
the Youth & Family  Committee as initiator 
(#30, #31, #35, #39). Members: Elsa Moreno, 
Nick Lopez, Lillian Cabral, Yasmine Ochoa, Dr. 
Denise Gonzales
Communication & Media - Disseminated 
information regarding the implementation of 
the Youth and Family  Master Plan at various 
community  events; made presentations to the 
City Council and School Board; promoted 
Action Steps #27, #60, #61. Members: Eddie 
Howard, Andrew Torres, Gabriela Quintero
Initiator Follow-up - Followed-up with 
designated initiators; provided information to 
be included in the report card.  Members:  
Lupe Valerio, Irvin Perez, Tamala Kelly, Nelci 
Perez, William Kelly

“Top	  Ten”	  Priorities
Soon after formation, the Youth & Family  Committee prioritized 
the 31 immediate action steps. The “Top Ten” guided the 
committee as they  gathered information for the annual report 
card.

Action Step #9 The School District and City  should adopt a 
zero tolerance policy  against bullying and harassment and 
initiate additional education programs as  well as provide 
training for staff in this area. 
Action Step #22 Increase after-school, youth sports, 
enrichment, and recreation programs for the older elementary 
school and intermediate school age group. 
Action Step #51 Implement additional programs that develop 
job training and skills among youth and encourage local 
businesses to hire Duarte youth. 
Action Step #41 Maintain support for the Duarte Teen Center 
and invest in enhancing the facility  as  a primary  site to 
provide programs and support services to high school age 
youth. 
Action Step #1 Conduct a series of community  and 
neighborhood meetings to provide factual information about 
safety  issues and gang activities within the community  and to 
develop a stronger relationship between the community  and 
law enforcement. 
Action Step #18 Increase the number of community  events 
for families  (movie nights, family  picnics, festivals, etc) that 
promote family togetherness and a sense of community. 
Action Step #5 Develop a more collaborative approach to 
providing substance abuse prevention and treatment 
programs for youth and create new programs where needed. 
Action Step #27 Ensure inclusion of services and programs 
to residents and the adjacent unincorporated areas. 
Action Step #28 Adopt “Every  Child is Our Child” as a 
community  slogan to promote community-wide commitment 
to asset development and community  unity, and base all 
public and nonprofit youth programs on an asset development 
model. 
Action Step #45 Implement additional school and community 
events that focus on cultural awareness and diversity 
appreciation (food events, dance events, art exhibits, etc). 

Youth & Family Committee



Enhancing Programs & Services That Benefit Youth and Families

All three immediate action steps regarding programs and services for youth and families are in the “Top Ten”.  
Significant progress has been reported on the availability  of family  activities, Action Step #18. In August the 
Duarte Parks and Recreation Department in cooperation with Duarte IHOP, offered a family  dine-out to 
promote family  togetherness. The Parks and Recreation Department and the Duarte Chamber of Commerce 
are now working on an on-going family dine-out program. In September, the Duarte City Council adopted a 
proclamation for “Family  Day  – A day  to eat dinner with your children.” Also, Royal Oaks School conducted a 
Family  Fun Night in November. In early  2012, the Duarte Education Foundation and the Parks and 
Recreation Department will partner to conduct a Family Walking Club. 
Progress on Action Step #22 regarding programs for middle school youth has been slow.  This past year the 
Parks and Recreation Departmentʼs net budget was reduced, and although no programs were cut, the 
decrease in subsidy  has made it difficult to increase programs or services. Currently, staff are brainstorming 
ways to achieve the Action Step #22 without impacting the cityʼs budget.
The Communications and Media Task Group reported some progress on Action Step #27 regarding 
inclusion of city  programs and services in the unincorporated area. The task group developed and distributed 
a flyer asking organizations and service programs to encourage inclusion and report examples to the Youth 
& Family Committee. One example in 2011 was Pamela Parkʼs “Parks After Dark” program, which was 
heavily promoted throughout the city encouraging residents from both areas to come together.

Enhancing Access to Health
and Mental Health Services

There is one immediate action step with the theme of 
enhancing access to health and mental health services; 
Action Step #13: “Formalize the Healthy  Cities 
Collaborative so that additional resources and 
partnerships that assist a range of healthy  needs of youth 
and families can be met.” It was completed in December 
2010 when the Duarte Healthy  Cities Collaborative voted 
to formalize. The Collaborative now meets quarterly  to 
work on Action Steps #16 and #17.

Developing Cultural and Diversity 
Appreciation

There are five immediate action steps regarding cultural 
awareness with one in the “Top  Ten”; Action Step #45. 
Cultural events reported in 2011 include a training that 
was provided to approximately  40 teens at the Teen 
Center. Also Maxwell Elementary  School is in the 
process of planning a community cultural aware-ness 
event to be held in 2012. Progress was made towards 
Action Step #46 when approximately  75 Parks and 
Recreation Department staff received diversity  training 
in January  2011. Steps were taken towards achieving 
Action Step #50 with the formation of the Duarte 
Ministerial Association who began meeting on a regular 
basis. One of their members was appointed to the 
Youth & Family  Committee in August 2011. There was 
no progress reported on Action Steps #47 and #48.

Supporting Education and
Employment Skill Development

There were two initiator reports in 2011 
regarding “Top Ten” Action Step #51 : 
“Implement additional programs that develop job 
training and skills among youth and encourage 
local businesses to hire Duarte youth.” The 
Chamber reported that they are collaborating 
with Mt. Olive High School to establish a 
Lemonade Brigade in which students will 
develop a business selling lemonade at various 
community  events. The YMCA reported that they 
are working with a group of youth entrepreneurs 
who are using their profits to offer grants to other 
youth wanting to start a business of their own.

YFMP THEMES



Improving Coordination of
Programs and Services

Much progress was made on Action Step #60.  
regarding contemporary communication mediums.  
In 2011 the City of Duarte introduced a new 
website, which is much easier to navigate and 
provides the community with more information. 
Additionally, the Duarte YFMP is now available on 
the city web site. Also, the Communication & 
Media Task Group created a new Facebook page 
for the YFMP in 2011.
The Initiator Follow-up Task Group has contacted 
city staff regarding the need to make progress on 
Act ion Step #63 regard ing communi ty 
involvement by staff, officials and law enforcement 
personnel. The Duarte Chamber of Commerce 
gave an initiator report regarding Action Step #64 
and stated that they had an on-line community 
calendar that can be accessed by anyone. They 
also reported that they could do email blasts of 
community events to their members.

Re-energizing the Duarte Teen Center
An initiator report by the Teen Center Supervisor 
addressed “Top Ten” Action Steps #41 and 
#44. She provided a list of facility  needs for the 
Teen Center, of which the most significant were 
new carpeting and expansion of the boxing 
gym. An accounting of Teen Center partnerships 
and need-based services was also presented. 
She reported that there are approximately 12 
partnerships that enable the Teen Center to 
provide a variety of need-based services, 
including drug awareness training and college 
financial aid support. Other efforts to re-energize 
the Duarte Teen Center include: all Teen Center 
staff are scheduled to participate in asset 
development training in January  2012, Action 
Step #43, and a youth survey  is in the process 
of being conducted, Action Step #42.

Ensuring that Youth and Families Feel Safe
Focusing on the three “Top Ten” action steps  regarding 
safety, the Youth & Family  Committee heard one initiator 
report regarding Action Step #1 (law enforcement 
communication with the community), three initiator reports 
regarding Action Step #9 (bullying), and one initiator report 
regarding Action Step #5 (substance abuse programs).  
Some of the facts presented included:
• The Duarte Unified School District has a harassment 

policy, and is looking into the possibility  of adopting a 
specific policy  regarding bullying. The City  of Duarte has 
yet to adopt a bullying policy.

• Although much has been done to address the issue of 
bullying, there is not a coordinated bullying prevention 
program in the school district or community.

• In the first 10 months of 2011, the Duarte Public Safety 
Department conducted 25 meetings/activities to provide 
safety  information to the community  and to develop  a 
stronger relationship between the community  and law 
enforcement.

• Foothill Family  Service offers substance abuse 
prevention services and treatment at their Duarte office, 
and would like to expand to the Teen Center and schools.

There was no information recorded for Action Steps #6, #7, 
#9 and #10.

Connecting Youth to the
Community and to Services

Of the four immediate action steps, only  Action Step 
#28, regarding use of the “Every  Child is Our Child” 
slogan, was in the “Top Ten”. To carry  out the action 
step, the Youth & Family  Committee included a logo 
with the slogan and now uses it on all publications. 
Also, Duarte Soccer League purchased a YFMP 
banner for the Committee with the logo and slogan on 
it. Action Step #37 was realized when the Maryvale 
Family  Resource Center opened in February  2011 and 
established an Office of Community  Liaison/Resource 
Specialist. In regards to Action Step #40, the Mayorʼs 
Youth Council expanded their roll by  conducting a 
Youth Summit in May  2011. The committee received 
the results of the Healthy Kids Survey, but have yet to 
use them to measure assets of Duarte Youth, Action 
Step #30.


